Twenty Second Sunday in Ordinary Time A2026

Last Sunday, we heard our Lord praising Peter for having openly disclosed that Jesus is
the Messiah. In today’s Gospel, our Lord calls him “Satan”. Why? What happened?

The whole dispute is about the identity of Jesus. For sure the finding of Peter was right
that Jesus was the Messiah. However his conception of Messiah was totally different from
that of our Lord. In fact, in Jewish collective imagination, it was believed that the Messiah
will live forever; he will triumph over all the enemies of Israel and establish the Davidic
Kingdom.

Therefore, the whole talk on suffering and passion of our Lord did not make sense at all.
That is why Peter rebuked him. But, in doing so, Peter was putting himself as an obstacle
to God'’s plan. For according to God'’s plan, the Messiah had to die in order to save all the
children of God. He had to enter suffering and transform it by giving it a price of liberation
and deliverance.

Our Lord knew it and understood it. He willingly accepted it as part of his destiny for the
fulfillment of the mission the Father gave him and for the salvation of the world. He had no
choice than to glorify the Father by fulfilling his will. By accepting to die, he was showing
the grandeur of his love for the world. Anyone trying to take him away from that vision
was acting as the enemy, Satan. In the same way, anyone who believes in him should
align his mind with God’s vision rather than human expectations.

Our Lord’s strong reaction to Peter’s suggestion teaches us that the Kingdom of God has
a cost; it implies suffering, sacrifice and self-denial. Anyone who wants to belong to our
Lord has to make himself ready to accept suffering, sacrifice and self-denial. So, the
cross becomes the central piece of our life as disciples of Jesus. There is no way out of it,
whatever might be the form it may take. It shows us also that Christian faith is not just
about blessings and miracles, but also participation in Christ’s self-giving love. Love
always passes through sacrifice; redemption through suffering and victory through the
Cross.

The truth, however, is that our Lord cannot ask of us a sacrifice without giving us the
grace of fulfilling it. When we renounce our self-centered living; when we reject our false-
self ego that wants comfort and self-preservation, our Lord will reward us. Eternity is real,
but it passes through the cross. The price of a soul is worth some sacrifice. Earthly gain is
temporary. Spiritual loss is eternal. Earthly sacrifice is temporary. Spiritual gain is eternal.
Do not you say sometimes: “No pain, no gain™?

Jeremiah 20: 7-9; Romans 12: 1-2; Matthew 16: 21-27
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